THE  CLERGY
as well as of abstract terms invented by the scholastic doctors,
which became a definitive part of the French language.
The masters often met together to discuss points of scholastic
philosophy. This exercise, known as disputatio, formed an import-
ant part of their activity and contributed towards spreading their
reputation. It consisted in advancing theses and proving them by
the methods of logic. The name 'thesis' has survived down to our
day as the name for essays submitted for certain examinations at
the universities.
The right of admission to membership of a faculty was granted
as a result of tests known as examen, a Latin word from which is
derived that of'examination'. These were divided into two stages,
known by the Latin name gradus (grade or degree); one of them
took place at the end of the preparatory study of Latin, as a
qualification for the degree of bachelor (the name applied to
candidates for knighthood), and the other at the end of the special
studies of the various faculties, as a qualification for the degree of
master (magister] - that is, a person fit to become a teacher. The
title of doctor might be conferred without further examination,
after a ceremony of admission; it afterwards became a distinct
grade of licence and has remained the sole degree in the Faculty
of Medicine.
This system of instruction, with its colleges, faculties, univer-
sities, chairs, examinations and degrees, and its titles of rector, dean,
professor, licentiate, and doctor, bore no resemblance to the schools
of the antique world or the Moslem educational establishments.
It was a genuine work of the Middle Ages, having its origin in
France, where it assumed an organized form, and has become a
permanent institution not only in France, but in all the civilized
countries of Europe.

